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Exercise 4:  Using SuprGlu: 
An RSS Aggregation Service
A UKOLN Document

Aims Of This Exercise

In the following exercises you will use a number of RSS aggregation tool .

4.1
The Suprglu Site For The Seminar
[image: image3.png]


Go to the Suprglu Web site page which has ben set up for the seminar at the address: <http://lisbk.suprglu.com/>.  

Read the information which 

4.2
Using The Suprglu SIte
Click on the links to the various resources on the Suprglu page, including the heading for a number of the entries and the Via link at the bottom of the entries.
DISCUSSION

The Suprglu Web site takes RSS feeds published by other Web sites and displays then on its site.

This approach could be used, for example, to embed information about museums (location, opening times, etc) on a regional tourtist board site, on a local University Web site, etc. 

Note that the information is accessed dynamically, thus ensuring the information is displayed and avoided human bottlenecks in manually having to uopdate pages.
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NOTE

The following exercis is for advnaced user who should have expertise in using Web browsers, copying files,and understand HTML and XML.

4.3
Creating An RSS File From An Existing Web Page
Follow the Via link at the bottom of an entry to go to a list of msuseums, libraries opr archives on the MLA North East Web site, or go directly to <http://www.nemlac.co.uk/nemlac/members.php3?p=24&fp=371>.

Open a new browser tab (or window) and go to the RSSxl creation tool at <http://www.wotzwot.com/rssxl.php>.

Copy the URLof the list of mseums (or llibraries or archives) <http://www.nemlac.co.uk/nemlac/members.php3?p=24&fp=371> and paste it into the Page URL box (No. 1).  

The enter <span class=”bodytext”> into Start Item String box and </span> into Start Item String (both box no. 3).  Then click o the Generate RSS button.

You have now created an RSS file which can be viewed by RSS readers.

Comments

Normally RSS feeds are created using a XCMS (Content Management System) or a dedicated RSS authoring tool.
The.RSSxl tool is illustrated in order to demonstrate how an RSS feed can be created from an existing HTML resource.  Although this is not an ideal solution, it could be used as a way of creating RSS feeds from existing services.  In this example, it illustrates how an RSS file containing details  of museums, libraries and archives can be created from a Web page on the MLA North East Web site.
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