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Exercise 2 – Part A: Viewing Metadata

Aims of this Exercise

In the following exercises you will use a number of online resources to request and view the metadata available on different Web sites, including your home page. You will then analyse the metadata available.

A-1
Viewing metadata using DCdot

Go to the DCdot Web site at the address: <http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/metadata/dcdot/>

This is the home page for the DCdot metadata editor. DCdot is a useful “nuts and bolts” metadata tool that allows you to view and edit the metadata available on a Web page.  It will allow you to specify any of the 15 Dublin Core metadata elements.

Enter <http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/> into the URL box, making sure none of the boxes are ticked. Submit your site. 
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Note - DCdot may take a while to display the next page. Although it won’t show you the page, it has to receive the full page from the remote server to extract metadata information from it.

What metatags (metadata properties) have been found by DCdot? List them below.

Has Dublin Core been used?

Follow the hyperlink to ‘summary’ given at the top of the page. The elements should be clearly listed here.

A-2
Using DC-assist

To get more information about the DC elements you can use DC-assist at the address: <http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/metadata/dcassist/>

Spend some time using DC-assist to understand the Dublin Core elements. 

Decide what the type attribute refers to?

What is the identifier?

Notice that some attributes have further ‘refinements’.  Look at the refinements defined for the date attributes.

Encoding schemes are also agreed for certain attributes.  Look at the schemes for the description attribute.

Why do you think that such schemes are important?  What happens if a resource has an associated date that is BC?  Why might agreed subject lists or sets of descriptive terms be useful?

A-3
Linked metadata

Click on the ‘New URL’ link half way down the page and enter  <http://www.dublincore.org/>

What metadata does this page have associated with it?

Have a look at the actual Web page this metadata comes from by clicking on the link to <http://www.dublincore.org/> at the top of the page. View the page source from your browser using View >> Source (in Internet Explorer, use similar in other browsers).

Initially you might think this page has no metadata. This is actually an example of a linked metadata block.  If you look at the page source for this page you will see the tag:

<link rel="meta" href="index.shtml.rdf" /> 

This is another way to place metadata into a Web page.

A-4
Full Dublin Core

Click on the ‘New URL’ and enter  <http://www.bath.ac.uk/>

Notice how this page has the 11 of the Dublin Core metadata elements included within it. Have you found any sites with more elements than this included (note there are 15 elements)?


Using Dcdot have a look at the metadata available on your project (or university/museum/council) home page.

What metatags (metadata properties) have been found by Dcdot? List them below.

A-5
Warnings

Click on the ‘New URL’ and enter  <http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/>

What problems are there with the metadata on this page? Use the ‘summary’ link for help.

Try converting the metadata found to other formats using the ‘other formats’ button. 

List the other formats available. 

Which would be the most appropriate format for your Web site and why?

A-6
Metadata for images

Go to the most recent Ariadne caption competition at the address <http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue30/caption/>

Notice the first image on this page.  Right click on the image and select properties. You will be able to see the URL of the image itself.   Select and copy this text.  Return to Dcdot.  

Click on the ‘New URL’ and enter the image URL.

How much data is discoverable about this image? How can you tell who owns this image, or when it was taken?

How would we go about adding more metadata to this URL?

A-7
Extra resources

In your own time look at some other resources that will help you ‘see metadata’: 

<http://metabrowser.spirit.net.au/> - Metabrowser is a Web Browser for Windows that catalogues Web Pages using Schemas such as Dublin Core, GILS and AGLS. You can see all the metadata that is available from each Web page.

<http://www.searchenginewatch.com/> - Search Engine Watch gives information on what metadata search engines see and how they use it. 
Further information on metadata for images:

<http://www.tasi.ac.uk/framework/capture/meta.html>- The Technical Advisory Service for Images (TASI) has been set up to advise and support the academic community on the digital creation, storage and delivery of digital image archives. 


 Exercise 2 – Part B: Editing Metadata
Aims of this Exercise

In the following exercises you will edit and add metadata to your project home page.

B-1
Adding metadata using DCdot

Open up your project (or university/museum/council) home page. Then open a new browser window and using DCdot find the amount of metadata created by default.

Fill in the empty fields using what you see on your Web site for help.

Hit the ‘re-submit’ button and get the updated metadata information. You could cut and paste this block of metadata directly into a Web page.

B-2 
Other metadata editors

For a comparative metadata editor go to the Nordic Metadata Project site at the address <http://www.lub.lu.se/cgi-bin/nmdc.pl> and try their Dublin Core Metadata Template.

B-3 
Extra Resources

In your own time look at some other resources that will help you add metadata to your Web pages and images.

<http://metadata.net/dstc/> - Reggie Metadata Editor.
<http://www.hisoftware.com/Taggen.htm> - HiSoftware TagGen software provides a wizard based form to design a sophisticated metadata managed site.
<http://www.dstc.edu.au/RDU/MetaWeb/> - Follow the link to Creation Tools Analysis. Read the information on Editors and Generators.
<http://www.searchenginewatch.com/webmasters/meta.html> - Follow the links beneath the Meta Tag Builders and Evaluators heading.  

 Exercise 2 – Part C: Searching Metadata
Aims of this Exercise

In the following exercises you will gain some understanding of how we can use metadata to search a Web site.

C-1
Searching Exploit Interactive

Exploit Interactive is a pan-European Web magazine for the Telematics for Library Programme which uses Dublin Core attributes for searching.

Go to the Exploit Interactive main search page at the address: <http://www.exploit-lib.org/search/>

Search for the author (DC.Creator) ‘Kelly’ firstly using a full-text search and then an author search (use the drop down boxes for this).
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Click on the link to the advance search facility and try searching for the same author limiting other fields such as article type.

C-2
Using the same metadata

The Cultivate Document server has harvested metadata from a variety of sources including Exploit Interactive and Cultivate Interactive. 

Go to the Cultivate Document Server at the address: <http://www.cultivate.at/docmgmt/>

Select PUBLICATION as the document type and enter ‘Kelly’ into the Creator field.

The results that you obtain should include the previous articles you were given when searching in Exploit Interactive.

C-3
NOF Portal

As mentioned in the workshop NOF are considering providing a portal that will allow cross searching of all the NOF-digi sites. This would be a simplified search facility with a ‘Google type interface’. 

What do you think would be the advantages and disadvantages of creating such a portal?

	
Advantages
	
Disadvantages

	
	


C-4
Final demonstration

At the end of the hands-on session we hope to be able to demonstrate to you the ease of harvesting and searching metadata once it is in a common format.

C-5
Extra Resources

In your own time have a look at these other general metadata resources:

<http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/metadata/> - UKOLN metadata guide
<http://uk.dublincore.org/> - Dublin Core initiative
<http://www.ifla.org/II/metadata.htm> - IFLA metadata resources
<http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/metadata/cedars/guidance/v03.html> - CEDARS preservation metadata guide
<http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/InternetIndex/> - The Librarians' Index to the Internet
<http://www.dstc.edu.au/RDU/MetaWeb/> - The MetaWeb Project
<http://www.thegateway.org/> - GEM
<http://www.geminfo.org/Workbench/> - GEM WorkBench
<http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue5/metadata-masses/> - Metadata for the masses
<http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue10/dublin/> - Dublin Core management
<http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue22/metadata/> - Metadata for digital preservation: an update
<http://www.cultivate-int.org/issue3/schemas/> - Application Profiles, or how to Mix and Match Metadata Schemas
<http://jodi.ecs.soton.ac.uk/Articles/v02/i02/editorial/> - Journal of digital information – special issue on metadata
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