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Creative Commons User Scenarios

Aims Of This Exercise

In this exercise you will evaluate a two user scenarios that are taken from the Creative Commons Web site (http://creativecommons.org/about/licenses/examples). The scenarios are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 2.5 licence.

1.1
Scenario 1: The filmmaker and the photographer

Jill is a budding photographer who has put her portfolio online. Someday she might want to charge people for copying her photos. But now, when she is still trying to build her reputation, she wants people to copy her work as much as possible. Among her favorite photos are some dramatic black and white shots of famous skyscrapers. 

a) What Creative Commons licence do you feel would be the most appropriate for Jill to use?

b) What issues might Jill want to consider when licensing her photos?

Jack is making a digital movie about New York City using his new home computer. He wants to include a still photo of the Empire State Building, but he forgot to take one the last time he was in New York. He searches the Internet for "Empire State Building" and finds a collection of Web sites, some with photos. But he isn't sure if the photos are copyrighted or not. He uses a search engine that helps him look for files without copyright notices on them. But he knows that even things without copyright notices can be copyrighted. He worries that if he uses the photos he has found online and then posts his movie on the Internet, the people who took the photos will find the movie and get upset and sue him.

c) How might Jack find Jill’s photos?

d) If Jack uses one of Jill’s photo in his movie what will he then need to do? (This answer will depend on your answer to question a.)

1.2
Scenario 2: The scholar and the teacher

Professor Isaac is a physics professor at a famous university. He has written a new article that includes several colourful diagrams. He hopes that the diagrams will help physics students understand the novel ideas about the laws of thermodynamics that made him famous years ago. He doesn't want to get paid for use of the diagrams, and he doesn't even need credit for them. He just wants to contribute back to the store of physics knowledge upon which his own successful career was built. 

a) What Creative Commons licence do you feel would be the most appropriate for Professor Isaac to use?

b) What issues might Professor Isaac want to consider when licensing his diagrams?

Ms. Newton is a high school physics teacher designing her first course. She wants to get her students excited about physics by helping them build a Web site about key developments in physics over the centuries. The students want to include excerpts and diagrams from physics articles they find on the Internet. Ms. Newton isn't sure what to tell them. She knows that the articles may be copyrighted even though most of them don't have a copyright notice. The students could contact the authors to ask for permission to copy the articles, but they are running out of time to enter the Web site into a national competition. 

c) If the students use Professor Isaac’s diagrams on their Web site what will they then need to do? (This answer will depend on your answer to question a.)

d) Is it acceptable for the students to modify the diagrams and put them on their Web site? (This answer will depend on your answer to question a.) If the answer is yes, what will they then need to do? 

1.3
Scenario 3: Your scenario

Write down the details of a scenario that you are aware of and decide on the Creative Commons licence you would assign.

Licences

· Creative Commons Attribution Licence

· Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial Licence

· Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike Licence

· Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs Licence

· Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike Licence

· Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs Licence

· Sampling Licence

· Public Domain Dedication

· Founders Copyright Licence

· Music Sharing Licence

· Developing Nations Licence

· Open source software licences for those licensing software

· GNU General Public Licence

· GNU Lesser Public Licence 
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