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Wiki

From Wikinedis, the free encyclopedia

This atticie is about the type of website. For other uses, see Wiki
(disambigustior)

"WikiNode" redirects here. For the WikiNode of Wikipedis, see
Wikipedia WikiNode.

A wiki (/wiki/ wic-ee) is a website that allows the easyll creation and editing of
any number of interlinked web pages via a web browser using a simplified markup
language or a WYSIWYG text editor 211 Wikis are typically powered by wiki
softwate and are often used to create collaborative websites, to power community
websites, for personal note taking, in corporate intranets, and in knowledge
management systers

‘Wikis may exist to serve a specific purpose, and in such cases, users use their
editorial rights to remove material that is considered *off topic.” Such is the case
of the collaborative encyclopedia Wikipedia. 2L In contrast, open purpose wikis
accept cantent without firm rules as to how the content should be organized.

Ward Cunningharn, the developer of the first wiki software, WikiWikieb,
originally described it as "the simplest online database that could possibly
work."BL"Wiki” (pranounced [‘wiki] or ['viki) is a Hawaiian word for "fast "2l "Wiki"

has hean hackrnemed hy some 1o "What | Know |




An Introduction 
To Wikis

UKOLN: Supporting The Cultural Heritage Sector
What Is A Wiki?

A wiki is a Web site that uses wiki software, allowing the easy creation and editing of any number of interlinked Web pages, using a simplified markup language or a WYSIWYG text editor, within the browser e [1].
The key characteristics of typical wikis are:

· The ability to create and edit content within a Web environment without the need to download any special software.

· Use of a simple markup language which is designed to simplify the process of creating and editing documents.

· The ability to easily create and edit content, often without need for special privileges. 
Wikipedia – The Best Known Wiki
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Wikipedia is probably the largest and best-known example of a wiki – see <http://www.wikipedia.org/>. 

Wikipedia is a good example of a wiki in which content is provided by contributors around the world.

Wikipedia appears to have succeeded in providing an environment and culture which has minimised the dangers of misuse. Details of the approaches taken on Wikipedia are given on the Wikimedia Web site [2].
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Wikipedia is a good example of a wiki in which content is provided by contributors around the world.

Wikipedia appears to have succeeded in providing an environment and culture which has minimised the dangers of misuse. Details of the approaches taken on Wikipedia are given on the Wikimedia Web site [2].

What Can Wikis Be Used For?

Wikis can be used for a number of purposes:

· On public Web sites to enable end users to easily contribute information, such as the Science Museums Object Wiki [3]. 

· Wikis can support communities of practice. For example see the Museums Wiki site [4], the Blogging Libraries Wiki [5] and the AHA's Archives Wiki [6].

· Wikis can be used to allow local residents to contribute to an official archive [7]. 
Wikis – The Pros And Cons

As described in [8] advantages of wikis may include (a) there is no need to install HTML authoring tools; (b) minimal training may be needed; (c) it can help develop a culture of sharing and working together (cf. open source); (d) it can be useful for joint working when there are agreed shared goals.

However, as described in [9] take-up of wikis in the public sector has been low in the public sector for various reasons: (a) the success of the Wikipedia may not necessarily be replicated elsewhere; (b) concerns that inappropriate content made be added to a wiki; (c) a collaborative wiki may suffer from a lack of a strong vision or leadership; (d) it can be ineffective when there is a lack of consensus; (e) it may be difficult for wikis to gain momentum; (f) there may be copyright and other legal issues regarding collaborative content and (g) there is not a standard wiki markup language. More recently Looseley and Roberto [10] have suggested ways of overcoming such barriers.
Further Information

1 Wiki, Wikipedia, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki>

2 Wikimedia principles, Wikimedia, <http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_principles>

3 Museums Wiki, Wikia, <http://museums.wikia.com/>

4 Science Museum Object Wiki, <http://objectwiki.sciencemuseum.org.uk/>
5 Blogging Libraries Wiki, <http://www.blogwithoutalibrary.net/links/>
6 AHA's Archives Wiki, <http://archiveswiki.historians.org/>
7 War Memorial Wiki, London Borough of Lewisham, <http://lewishamwarmemorials.wikidot.com/>
8 Making the Case for a Wiki, E. Tonkin, Ariadne 42, Jan. 2005, <http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue42/tonkin/> 
9 Wiki or Won't He? A Tale of Public Sector Wikis, M. Guy, Ariadne 49, Oct. 2006, <http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue49/guy/> 

10 Museums & Wikis: Two Case Studies, Looseley, R and F. Roberto, MW 2009, <http://www.archimuse.com/mw2009/abstracts/prg_335001924.html>
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