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Portal Management Systems

Aims Of This Exercise

The HE Mall may make use of a portal management system.  As Universities continue to make extensive use of web services we may find that they become more interested in the potential for portal management systems.

The aims of the exercise are to gain awareness of a range of link management (portal) tools and to consider whether it could be used within your institution.

Please note that it is unlikely that there will be time to evaluate all the web sites listed in this exercise.  Try to share the workload with a neighbour.

1.1
HyperSeek

Go to the address <http://www.hyperseek.com/> and read about the features of HyperSeek and, if you have the time, try out the demonstration.  How much does it cost?

1.2
Gossamer Threads’ Links

Go to the address <http://www.gossamer-threads.com/scripts/links/> and read about the features of Gossamer Threads’ Links software and, if you have the time, try out the demonstration.  How much does it cost?

1.3
Inktomi’s Directory Engine

Go to the address <http://www.inktomi.com/products/portal/directory/> and read about the features of the Inktomi’s software and, if you have the time, try out the demonstration.  How much does it cost?

1.4
Plumtree

Go to the address <http://www.plumtree.com/products.html> and read about the features of the Plumtree’s Corporate Portal software.  How much does it cost?

1.5
Portal Products

Go to the address <http://searchenginewatch.internet.com/resources/software.html> and read about the range of portal management products available (listed under Link Software).  How many are there?

Discussion

With a neighbour or in a discussion group discuss the following question:

Several link management products are available.  Should you consider use of one within your institution?
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