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Open Source versus Licensed Solutions

Aims Of This Exercise

The HE Mall may make use of a portal management system.  As Universities continue to make extensive use of web services we may find that they become more interested in the potential for portal management systems.

The aims of the exercise are to discuss the pros and cons of open source and licensed solutions.

1.1
Open Source Solutions

Make a list of possible open source software which may have a role to play in providing a portal, such as the HE Mall, or an institutional portal to Internet resources.  Make a note of who funds them, and their future support and development.

What are the advantages of open source solutions.

What are the disadvantages of open source solutions.

1.2
Licensed Solutions

Make a list of possible licensed software which may have a role to play in providing a portal, such as the HE Mall, or an institutional portal to Internet resources.  Make a note of future support and development.

What are the advantages of licensed solutions.

What are the disadvantages of licensed solutions.

1.3
Platform Issues

What are the pros and cons of using a Linux vs. Microsoft NT platform for providing solutions? 

1.4
Conclusions

What conclusions, if any, have you reached?
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