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Metadata Generation

Aims Of This Exercise

Resource description is an important issue for any tool for information resource discovery.  The Resource Description Framework (RDF) enables extensible yet interoperable element sets to be defined and expressed.  The aim of this session is to look at the Automatic RDF Metadata Generator developed by Charlotte Jenkins and decide if such a tool might be useful for implementation on the HE Mall.  Metadata element sets in general will be discussed in an attempt to define the metadata requirements for the HE Mall.

1.1 Automatically generate some metadata

Go to the web address <http://scitsd.wlv.ac.uk:8080/metadatacopy.html>.  Enter the user name <metadata> and the password <seed>  (the automatic classification aspect of the metadata generator is protected due to OCLC Forest Press copyright restrictions).

At the bottom of the page, you will find a form which enables you to input a URL. Experiment with automatically generating metadata for a few URLs of your choice: enter your URL then, choose a  format for your metadata (Dublin Core or Wolverhampton Core) and press the 'Generate' button.  Avoid pages about geography and history (DDC 900s), the software is an experimental 'proof of concept' and these areas are not properly covered by the classifier's vocabulary. 

If the metadata is incorrect, look at the link which says 'some good excuses for not always getting it right' - this might give you an idea why it got it wrong!

Would automatically generated metadata of this kind be useful for describing resources referenced by the HE Mall?

1.2 Metadata element sets

The Automatic Metadata Generator can provide a description of a page in standard Dublin Core but it also uses an extended metadata element set that was developed for use by the Wolverhampton Web Library (WWLib).  Wolverhampton Core is interoperable with Dublin Core because those elements that the two have in common are defined as subclasses of the Dublin Core equivalents in the Wolverhampton Core schema - have a look at the schema at the Web address < http://www.scit.wlv.ac.uk/~ex1253/wc/schema>.

What are the metadata requirements for the HE Mall? 

What elements might be required? How do they differ from those defined by the automatic metadata generator (which was designed with an automated search engine in mind)?

Is it possible to define all the necessary elements using standard Dublin Core or would an extended but standards compliant element set be required?

Discussion

Discuss the metadata requirements for the HE Mall.  

Compare ideas on the required metadata elements and how they might be represented.  

Discuss methods for obtaining metadata e.g. automatically obtaining it using a tool like the one referred to above, or using a semiautomatic method like that used for the 24 hour museum - a descriptive file is left in a certain location on each museum site which is then collected and analysed automatically by the 24 hour museum.
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