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LinkBank – a Web-Based Link Management System

Aims Of This Exercise

The HE Mall may make use of a portal management system.  As Universities continue to make extensive use of web services we may find that they become more interested in the potential for portal management systems.

The aims of the exercise are to gain awareness of a web-based link management system, to make use of the system and to consider whether it could be used within your institution.

1.1
LinkBank Home Page

Go to the address <http://www.linkbank.net/> and read about the features of LinkBank.  

1.2
Using LinkBank

Click on the Demo link and try the Public View.  

1.3
Managing LinkBank

Return to the Demo page and try out the Account Management option (remember to give the username and password, which will probably be press and amber).  

Use the management options to view the link categories.  Add the new category UK Universities.  

Then return to the Admin Home and use the management options to Add a Link.  Add an entry for your University home page, under the category UK Universities.  

Then return to the Admin Home and then go to the Rapid Add option and add the URL of a page containing lots of links (e.g. use the URL http://www.hesa.ac.uk/links/he_inst.htm and the category UK Universities).

Try out the other options.

Discussion

With a neighbour or in a discussion group discuss the following issues:

· Does LinkBank provide the tools needed to manage an institutional gateway?

· Although you have not had much time to read LinkBank’s help system, how easy was it to use?

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of using a web-based link management system such as LinkBank?

· Would you recommend use of a system such as LinkBank within your institution?  If not, why not?
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