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Automated Feeds

Aims Of This Exercise

The HE Mall may make have automated processes for extracting information from institutional web sites (for example, the latest news from institutions).  Universities themselves may wish to provide news feeds on their web sites.  

The aims of this exercise are to gain awareness of a number of organisations which provide news feeds and to discuss the issues associated with using external news feeds, and providing news feeds to others.

1.1
The Liverpool University News Service

Go to the Liverpool University web site at the address <http://www.liv.ac.uk/> and read about the news they are providing.  Follow one of the news stories.

How useful is this service?  What are the advantages and disadvantages?  What underlying architecture do you think it uses?

1.2
NewsNow

Go to the NewsNow web site at the address <http://www.newsnow.com/> and read about the latest Education news (by selecting Education from the pull-down menu and clicking the Latest News icon).

Return to the NewsNow home page.  Then select the link to NewsLinks (at the top left of the window).  Read the information about how free news stories can be added to web sites.

Return to the NewsNow home page.  Then select the link to NewsNowDirect (at the top left of the window).  Read the information about how news stories can be added to web sites.

1.3
Reuters

Go to the Reuters Online web site at the address <http://www.online.reuters.com/> and read about how news feeds can be added to web sites.

1.4
WH Smiths

Go to the WH Smiths page on their Online Data Delivery Specification at the address <http://www.whsmithonline.co.uk/info/delivery.htm> and read about how news feeds can be added to web sites.  How appropriate is this model to the HE Mall?

Discussion

With a neighbour or in a discussion group discuss the following issues:

Do you think it would be appropriate for your institution to provide an external newsfeed for visitors to the web site?

Do you think it would be appropriate for your institution to provide an internal newsfeed for visitors to the web site?

If you decide to provide an internal newsfeed, could it be used be third party web sites, such as the HE Mall?

What other issues need to be addressed?
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