Finding and using scientific 
e-learning resources

Using external resources to enhance your teaching

· Rare data

· Latest research

· Expensive multimedia

· International experts

How do you search?

Resource Discovery Network

The RDN is a free Internet service dedicated to 

providing effective access to high quality Internet

resources for  learning, teaching and research  

BIOME - Health and Life Sciences

EEVL - Engineering, Mathematics and Computing

Humbul – Humanities

PSIgate - Physical Sciences

SOSIG - Social Sciences, Business and Law

Evaluating

· What criteria would you use to decide whether a website is good enough for your students?

Evaluation criteria

· Accuracy 

· Authority 

· Objectivity

· Currency

· Coverage

Anyone can publish anything on the Web

Unlike traditional print resources, web resources rarely have editors or fact-checkers

Currently, no web standards exist to ensure accuracy 

Accuracy

· Is it clear who wrote the content? 

· Is the information reliable and error free? 

· Is the amount of information adequate?

· Is the aim of the site stated? 

· Is there an editor or someone who verifies/checks the information? 

· Do other sites you use link to this one?

Authority

· Is the author qualified or an expert on this topic? 

· Where is the site hosted?

· Does the site rely on advertising or sponsors?

· Have the material been created for the web?

Objectivity

· Does the information show bias?

· Is there any advertising on the page?

· Who is the sponsor?

· Is the sponsor of the page reputable?

· Bias is not necessarily a bad thing.
Currency

· Is the page dated? If so, when was the last update?

· How current are the links? Have some expired or moved?

· Is there an email for the author, does that still work?

Coverage

· What topics are covered?

· What does this page offer that is not found elsewhere?

· What is its intrinsic value?

· How in depth is the material?

· If the materials is of a similar level to what you are teaching is it bringing anything new or better than what you already have?
Good practice in linking

Copyright of web materials

· Just because it's on the web doesn't mean it's copyright free. 

· If copyright information is available it will say so.

Copyright of web materials

· International copyright law.

· Where would you look for information?

