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Reviewing University Portals

Aims Of This Exercise

This exercise is intended for hands-on and discussion group use.  The aims of the exercise are to examine a number of university gateways to Internet resources (portals) and to identify and discuss the good and bad features of the portals.

1.1
Finding Your Institutional Portal

Go to your institutional home page.  Follow the link (or search for) your institutional portal.  

How easy was it to find?  What is your institutional portal called?  

1.2
Using Your Institutional Portal

Use your institutional portal to access a number of resources.  

Do you have any comments on how the resources are structured?  Did you encounter any problems in accessing the resources?

1.3
Using Other Institutional Portals

Go to another UK University web site (either type the URL of an institutional, or follow the links from the list of university web sites at <http://www.hesa.ac.uk/links/he_inst.htm>).

How easy was the portal to find?  

Did you notice any differences compared with your institutional portal?  Do you have any comments on how the resources are structured?  Did you encounter any problems in accessing the resources?

Did the portals include links to centrally-funded JISC services such as NISS, Mailbase, BIDS, EDINA, MIMAS, etc?

1.4
Examining Other Institutional Portals In More Detail

1.4.1
Go to the University of Leeds web site at <http://www.leeds.ac.uk/ > and follow the links to the Library home page.  Then follow the links to Selected Quality Web Sites.  

Use the browse and search capabilities of the portal.

1.4.2
Go to the Cranfield University web site at <http://www.cranfield.ac.uk/>.  Then follow the links to the CRUISE Internet Gateway.  

Use the browse and search capabilities of the portal.

1.4.3
Go to the Open University ROUTES web site at <http://routes.open.ac.uk/>.  

Use the browse and search capabilities of the portal.

Discussion

With a neighbour or in a discussion group discuss the following issues:

· How do these portals compare with the others you looked at previously?  

· What problems have you noticed in the portals you’ve looked at?  What useful features have you noticed in the portals?
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