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Checking Links In University Portals

Aims Of This Exercise

This exercise is intended for hands-on and discussion group use.  The aims of the exercise are to consider ways in which links held in University portals can be checked.  

1.1
The New MIMAS and UK Mirror Services

Go to the MIMAS web site at <http://www.mimas.ac.uk/>.   

Go to the UK Mirror Service web site at <http://www.mirror.ac.uk/>.   

What did the services used to be called?  Were you aware of the change?  

How do you think changes in these important JISC services will have been announced to your computing service?  Do you think any links to these services will have been updated in your institutional portal?  

1.2
Checking Links At AltaVista

Go to the AltaVista web site at <http://www.altavista.com/>.   

Enter the search term link:midas.ac.uk  How many pages are linked to this web site (which has now been replaced by MIMAS)?  

Enter the search term link:hensa.ac.uk  How many pages are linked to this web site (which has now been replaced by the UK Mirror Service)?  

Enter the search term link:midas.ac.uk host:ac.uk  How many pages in the UK.AC domain are linked to this web site?  Then enter the search term link:hensa.ac.uk host:ac.uk  How many pages in the UK.AC domain are linked to this web site?  

1.3
Checking Links From Your Web Site Using AltaVista

Enter the search term link:hensa.ac.uk host:foo.ac.uk replacing foo.ac.uk by your institutional web site (e.g. bath.ac.uk).   How many pages on your web site are linked to this web site?  

1.4
Using the LinkPopularity Web Site

Go to the LinkPopularity web site at <http://www.linkpopularity.com/> and enter the URL hensa.ac.uk 

How many pages are linked to this web site (which has now been replaced by the UK Mirror Service)?

1.5
Checking Links From Your Web Site Using Web-Based Link Checkers

Go to an institutional portal such as  <http://www.dundee.ac.uk/links/> or <http://www.cf.ac.uk/uwcc/infos/information/>.  Look at the resources which are available.

Go to a commercial link-checking service such as WebSiteGarage at <http://websitegarage.
netscape.com/>.   Enter the URL of the institutional portal and then click the Submit button.  Then view the list of broken links.

Discussion

With a neighbour or in a discussion group discuss the following issues:

· How many links to the out-of-date resources did you find?

· What approaches should you take to minimizing the numbers of out-of-date or broken links?

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of the different approaches?

· What mechanisms do you have for informing the portal manager of changes or for submitting new resources?
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