The “Managing Your Institutional Web Gateway” session at JUSW 99
14-16 September 1999

[image: image1.png]



ROADS – Open Source Gateway Management Software

Aims Of This Exercise

This exercise is intended for hands-on and discussion group use.  The aims of the exercise are to gain awareness of a purpose-built, information gateway toolkit - ROADS, to get some hands-on experience with the system, and to consider whether it could be used within your institution.

1.1
ROADS Home Page

Go to the address <http://www.ilrt.bris.ac.uk/roads/> to find out what ROADS was designed for (look at the ‘What is ROADS?’ link). Have a look at one or two of the ROADS enabled services listed at <http://www.ilrt.bris.ac.uk/roads/who/> to see what they can look like.

1.2
Using ROADS

Go to the URL <http://edward:9400/ROADSDEMO/cgi-bin/search.pl?form=simple> to see a copy of ROADS ‘straight from the box’. This version has not been configured and so some of the options won’t work. A set of business and economics records has been added for you to search against.  

1.3
Managing ROADS

Go to the URL <http://edward:9400/ROADSDEMO/admin-cgi/admincentre.pl> using the username and password handed out in the session. This is the administration section for running the software.

Experiment with creating a record – use Quick DOCUMENT or SERVICE Template Creation.

Try editing an existing records with the ‘Search for, then edit, an existing template’ link.

Click on the ‘View link checking summary report’ link to see a list of unobtainable sites (this is an old set of data!). (Don’t try checking the links with the ‘Check the links (URLs) in the ROADS database’ option as this starts up a fairly lengthy process on a Bristol server!).

Discussion

With a neighbour or in a discussion group discuss the following issues:

Does ROADS provide the tools needed to manage an institutional gateway?

Although you have only had a brief look at the ROADS software, how easy does it appear to be to use?

What are the advantages and disadvantages of bringing in an outside system rather than designing one for yourself?

Would you recommend use of a system such as ROADS within your institution?  If not, why not?
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