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Visual Inspection
Aims Of This Exercise

In the following exercises you will carry out a visual inspection of a number of Web sites you are involved with.

1.1
Selecting Your Web Sites
Choose a small group of Web sites that you are involved with.  Make a note of your selection and the resources selected by your neighbour 
You: 


Neighbour: 

1.2
Bookmarking Exercises
Make a bookmark in your Web browser of the URL <http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/web-focus/
events/workshops/jisc-disability-2004-03/#urls>.  This page will contain links to the Web sites used in this session.
1.3
Visual Inspection
Visit about four Web sites/sub-sites.  How accessible do they appear to you?  Make a note of any areas of concern.
	Web Site
	Comments

	1. 


	

	2. 


	

	3. 


	

	4.


	


1.6
Royal Mail Example

Go to the page at <http://www.access.royalmail.com/dda/homepage.htm>. Do you have any comments on the accessibility of this Web site?
1.7
Discussion

What are the advantages and disadvantages about visual inspection?
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Browser Options
Aims Of This Exercise

In the following exercises you will examine your Web sites under a number of different browser environments.

Note 
The QA Focus briefing document on Accessibility Testing In Web Browsers at <http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/qa-focus/documents/briefings/briefing-57/> may be useful.

2.1
Other Browsers
If alternative browsers (such as Netscape, Mozilla or Opera) are available on your PC visit the Web sites using an alternative browser.  Make a note of any differences.
	Web Site
	Comments

	1. 


	

	2. 


	

	3. 


	

	4.


	

	5.


	


2.2
Disabling JavaScript
Disable JavaScript in your browser.  Are the Web sites still usable?
	Web Site
	Comments

	1. 


	

	2. 


	

	3. 


	

	4.


	


2.3
No Images
Disable the display of images in your browser.  Are the Web sites still usable?

	Web Site
	Comments

	1. 


	

	2. 


	

	3. 


	

	4.


	


The following exercises may be carried out in your own time.

2.4
Browser Emulators

Go to the DejaVu Web site at the address: <http://www.dejavu.org/>.  Select the Emulator link.  From the image first choose the option to use NCSA Mosaic. Click on the Open … button near the bottom of the window and enter the URL of your Web sites.

How different does your Web site look in the NCSA Mosaic browser?  Is your Web site usable in this browser?

If you have time, use other browsers, such as HotJava.

2.5
Lynx Emulator

Go to the Lynx emulator at the address <http://www.delorie.com/web/lynxview.html> or, if this is not available go to <http://ugweb.cs.ualberta.ca/~gerald/lynx-me.cgi?url=URL> to see how your page is displayed in a text browser.  

Enter the URL of your Web sites to see how it looks using a text-only browser such as Lynx.

2.6
SiteViewer (i)

Go to the AnyBrowser Web site at the address: <http://www.anybrowser.com/>. 

Select the SiteViewer link to the page at <http://www.anybrowser.com/siteviewer.html>.  

Scroll down to the Other Compatibility Levels section.  Enter the URL of your Web sites and select the HTML 2.0 option.  Then click on the View Page button to view your Web site as a HTML 2.0 compliant browser would see it (e.g. without support for tables).

Return to the SiteViewer and choose the option to view your Web site using the HTML supported by WebTV.

2.7
SiteViewer (ii)

Return to the AnyBrowser Web site at the address: <http://www.anybrowser.com/>.  

Select the Screen Size Test link to the page at <http://www.anybrowser.com/ScreenSizeTest.html>.  

Enter the URL of your Web site and select the 600 x 480 button to view what your Web site would look like at this screen resolution.  

Return to the Screen Size Test page and choose the option to view your Web site at other screen resolutions.
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Using Accessibility Checking Tools
Aims Of This Exercise

In the following exercises you will use a number of Web-based services to check the accessibility and validity of your Web sites.

3.1
Bobby (1)
Go to the Bobby Web site at the address: <http://bobby.watchfire.com/>.  Use it to analyse two of your Web sites.  Does the site contain any accessibility problems?  If so, how many P1 errors are there? 

Site 1: 

Site 2: 

NOTE
Only a limited number of Bobby analyses are allowed per minute.  If the limit has been exceeded, move to the next exercise.

3.2
WAVE

Go to the Wave Web site at the address: <http://wave.webaim.org/>.  Enter the URL of the two Web sites and make a note of the findings.

Site 1: 

Site 2: 

3.3
Vischeck

Go to the Vischeck Web site at <http://vischeck.com/vischeckURL.php3>.  Use this service to see how the two Web sites looks to a colour blind person.  Are any of the key features no longer obvious?

3.4
Bobby (2)

Go to the Bobby Web site at <http://bobby.watchfire.com/> and enter the URL of the Royal Mail Web site <http://www.access.royalmail.com/dda/homepage.htm>.  What findings does Bobby give?
How does this compare with the findings of your visual inspection in exercise 1.6.
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Web Site Quality
Aims of this Exercise

In the following exercises you will use a number of tools which check the technical quality of your Web site. 
4.1
W3C’s HTML Validation Service

Go to the Web address: <http://validator.w3.org/>

Enter the URL of two of your Web sites and click on the validation button.  Does your page have any errors? Approximately how many?  
  
  

4.2 
Dr Watson

Go to the Web address: <http://watson.addy.com/>

Select the options to analyse the HTML syntax, regular and image links, search engine compatibility and site link popularity.  Make a note of any errors or problem areas detected.

4.3
Link Alarm

Go to the Web address: <http://www.linkalarm.com/>

Enter your details and Web site URL in the box. Fill in the further details and submit your Web page for testing. Make sure you give just your home page URL (e.g. index.html) to avoid the whole site being checked.  Add the report URL to your favourites, it may take some time and you can return to it later. 

How many broken links were there on your Web sites?  
  
 

Improving Access To Checking Tools

Aims of this Exercise

In the following exercises you will use a number of tools which provide easier access to various Web testing tools. 
5.1
URL Interface To Tools

Go to the Web address: <http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/qa-focus/>.

Append ,validate to the URL.

Append ,rvalidate to the URL.

Append ,checklink to the URL.

Append ,rchecklink to the URL.

What does this do?

5.2 
Implementing this interface

Go to the Web address: <http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/qa-focus/> and append ,tools to the URL.

Read how this approach was implemented.  Then go to <http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/qa-focus/
documents/briefings/briefing-59/> and read the briefing paper on “A URI Interface To Web Testing Tools” about this approach.

Could this approach be implemented on your Web site?

Could you recommend this approach to others?

5.3
Bookmarklets
Go to the Web address: <http://www.yourhtmlsource.com/accessibility/bookmarklets.html> and read about bookmarklets.
If possible install a bookmarklet on your browser and test it.


Embedded QA Approaches

Aims of this Exercise

In the following exercises you will review the potential for deployment of quality assurance procedures to help to ensure your Wreb resources are accessible.. 
6.1
QA Focus

Go to the Web address: <http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/qa-focus/>.  Read about the JISC-funded QA Focus project.
6.2
QA Focus Framework

Go to the Documents and then Briefing Documents page, which is at <http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/qa-focus/documents/briefings/>.

Read the initial Quality Assurance briefing documents (briefing documents 30 and 37).
6.3
QA And Accessibility 

Read the initial Quality Assurance briefing documents which address accessibility (briefing documents 02, 12 and 57).

6.4
Embedding QA 

How would you go about embedding QA approaches in your work?

What’s Missing?

Aims of this Exercise

In the following exercises you will reflect on the range of approaches which can be used to ensure Web resources are accessible. 
7.1
Visual Inspection

What are the advantages and disadvantages of visual inspection of Web resources to determine accessibility problems?

7.2
Automated Tools

What are the advantages and disadvantages of use of automated accessibility testing tools?

7.3
Usability Testing

What are the advantages and disadvantages of using usability testing processes to determine the accessibility of a Web site?

7.4
Quality Assurance

What are the advantages and disadvantages of use of quality assurance procedures?
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