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Exercise 1  Using Gabbly: 
A Web-based Chat Tool
A UKOLN Document
Aims Of This Exercise
In this exercise you will make use of a simple Web-based chat tool. You will also see how easy it can be to set up such a tool. You will be asked to consider the strengths and weakness of the tool.
1.1
The Gabbly Chat Service

Go to the Gabbly Web site at the address: <http://www.gabbly.com/>.

In the Gabbly Chat window give your name, with the prefix soc- (e.g. soc-john-smith). This will allow you to identify fellow participants on the course.  Please note, however, that names are limited to 16 characters.

1.2
Chat With Your Colleagues

Introduce yourself to your colleagues. Then try and agree on three strengths of the Gabbly service and three weaknesses.

Strengths:


Weaknesses


1.3
Creating A Gabbly Service Elsewhere

When you have completed the first exercise, use the chat box to tell your colleagues that you are moving on to the next exercise.  Then go to the Gabbly Web site at the address: <http://www.gabbly.com/>.

Add a Gabbly page on the UKOLN Web site at : <http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/> by entering www.ukoln.ac.uk into the box. Note that if you have difficulties doing this then go to the address <http://gabbly.com/www.ukoln.ac.uk/>. 
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1.4
Reviewing This Service 

Say hello to your colleagues again (when they arrive in the chat area). Then try and agree on three strengths and three weaknesses of use of this service on another Web site.

Strengths:


Weaknesses


1.5
Embedding The Chatt Service In A Web Page

When you have completed the second exercise, use the chat room to tell your colleagues that you are moving on to the next exercise.  Then go to the address: <http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/web-focus/events/workshops/
archivists-2008-03/gabbly/>.

Say hello to your colleagues again (when they arrive in the chat area). Then try and agree on the strengths and weaknesses of use of this service on another Web site.

Strengths:


Weaknesses


Comments

Gabbly illustrates how easy it can be to set up and make use of some of the Web 2.0 services. 
There are issues related to the long term availability, stability and  reliability of the service. There may also be potential issues related to privacy, data protection and related legal issues.
On the other hand, perhaps Gabbly provides an example of a light-weight application which can be deployed very easily. And if the service proves unreliable, it should not prove to difficult to migrate to an alternative service.

Note that some organisations may block access to services such as Gabbly.
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