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Overview
• What exactly is the World Wide Web?
• Why bother archiving websites?
• What you should think about about
• What you should know about
• What you could do next…
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What is the World Wide Web?
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Source: Royal Pingdom

http://royal.pingdom.com/?p=273
http://royal.pingdom.com/?p=273
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Source: W3C.org

http://www.w3.org/History/19921103-hypertext/hypertext/WWW/TheProject.html
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The Information Superhighway is 
dead, long live Web 2.0? 

Source: Kaidohmaru, Flickr

http://www.flickr.com/photos/kaidohmaru/2313588989/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/kaidohmaru/2313588989/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/kaidohmaru/2313588989/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/kaidohmaru/2313588989/
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•What’s on it now?

•More like what’s 
*not* on it!

•Source: Sebastien Prooth, Flickr [Foobar poster from Fooboy]

http://www.flickr.com/photos/sebastianprooth/315686462/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/sebastianprooth/315686462/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/sebastianprooth/315686462/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/sebastianprooth/315686462/
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Source: Marmanel, Flickr

http://www.flickr.com/photos/marnanel/375997570/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/marnanel/375997570/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/marnanel/375997570/
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Why archive websites? (i)
• Web sites can contain uniquely available 

informative records and data
• Users may act or take decisions based on this 

information, with important consequences
• Records of business transactions
• Accountability & transparency

• To funding bodies
• To stakeholders
• For legal reasons

• Some examples…
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Why archive websites? (ii)
• Cultural heritage objects: reflection of modern 

society



SoA Annual Conference :: York :: August 2008

Why archive websites? (ii)
• Cultural heritage objects: reflection of modern 

society



SoA Annual Conference :: York :: August 2008

Why archive websites? (ii)
• Cultural heritage objects: reflection of modern 

society



SoA Annual Conference :: York :: August 2008

Source: Luc Legay, Flickr

Social 
networks: 
linking 
people on 
a global 
scale

http://www.flickr.com/photos/luc/1659321885/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/luc/1659321885/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/luc/1659321885/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/luc/1659321885/
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Questions to ask yourself (i)
• What exactly do I want to archive?

• My own website?
• Just the back-end data?
• Records hosted on the website?
• Metadata about the website?
• User generated website data?

• Other people’s websites?
• Why do I want to archive them?
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Questions to ask yourself (ii)

• Who owns the websites and their content?
• Do I have legal permission to collect and re-

host the content?
• Which websites do I want to archive?
• Where will the money for this come from?
• How will I do all this?

• Should I do it myself or rely on others?
• Who else if doing it and what tools do they 

have?
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Good job there’s an Internet 
Archive then!

Source: Mr Wright, Flickr

http://www.flickr.com/photos/mattwright/1787856/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/mattwright/1787856/
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But…
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So what’s the technical problem?

File(s) Software Hardware RECORD
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UKWAC
• UK Web Archiving Consortium (6 members)

• British Library, National Library of Scotland, National Library 
of Wales, The National Archives, Wellcome Library, JISC

• Collects Web content selectively according to 
individual interests
• Uses modified collection/harvesting software developed by 

the National Library of Australia
• Permission is sought from site owners in advance
• Allocates Persistent Identifier URLs
• Partners assumes responsibility for their ‘own’ sites
• Central repository of metadata
• The collections are publicly accessible

• Website: http://www.webarchive.org.uk/
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IIPC
• International Internet Preservation Consortium

• Co-ordinated by the National and University Library of 
Iceland

• UK National Archives also a member
• Online toolkit that addresses:

• Acquisition
• Focussed selection and verification
• Collection storage & maintenance
• Access & finding aids

• Website: http://www.netpreserve.org
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Web Continuity project
• Led by the UK National Archives
• Comprehensive of government websites by TNA 
• Redirection tool to direct users to archived content if 

original is no longer available
• Guidance for government webmasters on best 

practice for design and maintenance
• Due to complete in November 2008
• See 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/webcontinuity/
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What you could do next (i)

• Identify your requirements: what do I want to 
archive and why?

• Seek help from the experts
• Develop a written policy and strategy to 

support activities and help secure resources
• Take a life-cycle approach to support curation 

and preservation planning
• Be aware of other people’s web archiving 

activities: check other heritage collections 
before gathering!
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What you could do next (ii)

• Plan for preservation activities to maintain 
access to authentic resources over time and 
avoid incurring extra costs

• Determine access and user requirements 
costs

• Re-assess your strategy on a very regular 
basis
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