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Introduction

The Repositories programme in particular is very much cross-community, which means that there is a particular importance in making links between repositories projects and other activities, both JISC-funded and beyond.  These links may be to identify synergies or dependencies, avoid duplication of work, plan coordination activities, etc.  Because the kinds of links will vary, the kinds of ‘cluster’ activities will also vary, and it will be left to the projects themselves to specify how they might usefully be grouped, and what programme-level support would be helpful.  However, this document describes progress so far, and requests advice from the Advisory Group on how things should be taken forward at programme level.

Technologies and standards

A brief review of the particular standards and software in use by the DRP projects suggests that the following have some interest across at least two projects:

· Repositories software (Eprints, DSpace, Fedora).  Important to note the existence of the Eprints Community Steering Group, DSpace User Group / wiki, Fedora user group, etc.  Projects should seek to be active in these communities.

· Content packaging standards METS, IMS c/p (and perhaps MPEG 21 DIDL)

· Various metadata standards (DC, LOM)

· Preservation standards such as OAIS, and persistent identifier standards

· JSR 168 (and other portal standards)

· Shibboleth

Projects have identified themselves against this list, and so are able to see who else is working with the same software / standards.  This information will also help the programme support team in interfacing between the projects and standards / software communities.

Thematic clusters

The following is provisional; it is obviously also up to projects to identify themselves with particular clusters.

Data repositories

Relevant JISC activities: R4L, SPECTRa, CLADDIER, Grade, StORe, eBank

Relevant non-JISC activities: DART (Australia)

Themes: interactions between data and institutional (publications) repositories, support for scientific lifecycle, storage and access requirements / standards for scientific data, differences between disciplines in terms of these requirements.

Interested Advisory Group members: Sheila Anderson, Rachel Heery
Elearning repositories

Relevant JISC activities: ASK, PROWE, SPIRE, UK-CDR, CD-LOR, Trust-DR, RepoMMan, SherpaPlus, DeL regional pilots, JORUM, some Reference Model projects, Digital Library in the Classroom projects.

Relevant non-JISC activities:, some CETL RLOs (DfES), some Higher Education Academic Subject Centre projects (HEA), some SHEFC ‘Transformations’ projects (SHEFC).

Themes: Various, to be identified more clearly at elearning programme meeting December 2005.

Interested Advisory Group members: Peter Hartley, Andrew Rothery, Ian Butchart, Sarah Currier, Lorna Campbell

Repositories and Preservation

Relevant JISC activities: SherpaPlus, MIDESS, EThOS, Repository Bridge, SPECTRa, 4/04 projects including PRESERV, SherpaDP, Paradigm, DCC

Relevant non-JISC activities: Australian Partnership for Sustainable Repositories (Australia), elements of DPC?

Themes: OAIS model, risk assessment, formalising OAIS ingest function, preservation in a distributed environment and preservation services.

Interested Advisory Group members: Sheila Anderson, Steve Hitchcock

Legal policy issues

Relevant JISC activities: Trust-DR, Rights and Rewards in Blended Repositories, Grade, JISC-SURF Copyright work, openDOAR, IPR consultant (JISC), JISC-Legal, JORUM, PALS2 projects (JISC/PALS), Versions, SCG versions study

Relevant non-JISC activities: ?

Themes: Using legal mechanisms to enable/support good practice, Copyright / IPR, liability, DRM, rights expression, Shibboleth(?)

Interested Advisory Group members: Fred Friend, Sarah Currier, Charles Oppenheim

Machine services (supporting user services like portals)

Relevant JISC activities: openDOAR, IRS, User Needs and Potential Users of Public Repositories, RepoMMan, KnowledgeBank (JISC-SURF), repositories services scoping study, e-Framework, Shared Services Programme (eg, IESR, IEMSR), Portals programme (Connect, etc), Shibboleth activities?

Relevant non-JISC activities:, MAMS (Australia)

Themes: Technical and organisational sustainability models, collection description standards, exchange protocols.

Interested Advisory Group members:
Integrating infrastructure

Relevant JISC activities: IRI Scotland, PerX, SherpaPlus, Community Eprints, Repositories services study, Shared Services Programme (eg, IESR, IEMSR), Portals programme (SPP and VSM and GoGeo), Shibboleth activities?  UK-PubMedCentral, CSR strands

Relevant non-JISC activities: RCUK activities

Themes: building national infrastructure and services

Interested Advisory Group members:

Images

Relevant JISC activities: MIDESS, Images studies, Visual Materials Sound Portal scoping study and demonstrator project, Images Working Group activities

Relevant non-JISC activities: ??

Themes: Legal constraints and opportunities, preservation, infrastructure requirements, business models.

Interested Advisory Group members: Richard Ovenden

E-Theses

Relevant JISC activities: EThOS, Repository Bridge

Relevant non-JISC activities: DART-Europe, ADT (Australia)

Themes: Organisational, technical, legal opportunities and barriers to making etheses open access, services, business models for sustainability, retrospective digitisation

Interested Advisory Group members:
International links

Established with

· A Technology Analysis of Repositories and Services (Johns Hopkins University): http://ldp.library.jhu.edu/projects/repository
· Various of the ‘FRODO’ and ‘MERRI’ projects in Australia, including:

· ARROW: http://arrow.edu.au/ 

· APSR: http://www.apsr.edu.au/ 

· ADT: http://www.apsr.edu.au/ 

· RUBRIC: http://rubric.edu.au/ 

· Legal Protocols for Managing Copyright Issues

· Various SURF activities, mainly associated with the DARE programme: http://www.surf.nl/en/themas/index2.php?oid=7 

To be further established with

· DLF

· OAIS

· CORDRA

· LionShare (at programme level)

· Pond Pool Splash and other related work going on in Canada

· Adore (Los Alamos)

· Sakai

· OKI

· Others…

� The following describes DCC’s current stance toward a preservation cluster:


The DCC has been very supportive towards other JISC projects, especially those funded under the Digital Preservation and Asset Management programme (4/04). Representatives of the DCC have attended the 4/04 Programme kick-off meeting, as well as the 4/04 programme specific session at the JISC All Programmes Meeting in Cambridge in July, to gather requirements for support and discuss possible ways of collaboration. The DCC is currently planning next year's events and offered to disseminate where appropriate any project outcomes which will become available next year. The DCC also offered to organise a poster session for the projects at the DCC Conference in September. 


DCC has expressed interest in taking part in the Digital Preservation cluster and has also been engaged with individual projects within the programme, such as the ULCC-based DPTP (Digital Preservation Training Programme) project. It has been agreed in principle with the DPTP that the DCC staff will co-present the pilot runs of course in 2006 and help to test and evaluate the materials being developed are truly usable. The DCC will also assist the project in publicity and dissemination activities.  


DCC is planning to engage more with the Digital Repositories projects. The DCC ran a workshop for the projects on Certification of Digital Repositories at the Joint Programme Meeting in Glasgow, and introduced its services to the projects. 
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