Common Repository Interfaces Group (CRIG) Workplan 2007-8

JISC has set up a JISC Common Repository Interfaces Working Group to identify and address priorities for enhancing inter-working between the emerging base of UK repositories. The Group will consist of a core of technical and development staff with repository expertise and familiarity with the UK repository landscape; and representatives from JISC funded projects addressing interoperability between repositories.

Motivation

The repository landscape is increasingly complex. Hiding this complex provision layer from the producer / consumer, whilst utilising federation, harvesting and other interoperability mechanisms, is a key consideration for repositories and for the JISC Information Environment and the associated Digital Repositories Programme.

Institutional repositories need to interface with other applications within institutions and with the wider information landscape. Institutional repositories might usefully interact with Virtual Learning Environments, authoring tools, packaging tools, and research systems. Taking a wider perspective, an institutional repository might interact with other repositories outside the institution such as subject repositories, research council repositories; and with third party services such as name authority services and classification services, as well as with national and global aggregator services. In addition a repository can be seen as a series of different discrete functions that allow the integration and interoperability of information curation and use to take place as part of education and research. This perspective might be helpful in terms of ensuring digital repositories are implemented supporting an service orientated approach. 

The CRIG Working Group will help to co-ordinate current work on repository interoperability within funded JISC projects, and will identify gaps in progression to short to medium term improvement. The CRIG will support JISC in coordinating work on defining common service components, and will provide a focus for feeding into international activity.

Terms of Reference

The CRIG terms of reference are:

1. To identify interfaces critical to development of an interoperable network of repositories to serve the UK HE community. The Group will identify existing development on interfaces, and look for critical gaps.

2. To prioritise those interfaces critical to achieving interoperability in UK context.

3. To map out work required to specify service description for those interfaces and to test implementation.

4. To liaise with eFramework activity to specify service description within the digital repository domain.

5. Inform plans for JISC funding and strategy.

6. Where appropriate, to feed into international interoperability specification initiatives such as the OAI-ORE
 project, IMS
, and other international work.

7. If time permits to articulate base level interoperability for priority interfaces.

8. To inform digital repository development, for example software suppliers, where common interfaces should be supported. 

To implement these objectives, the following three-part workplan has been proposed

A. Creation of Service Usage Models (SUMs)

	
	When
	What
	Who / how

	1
	Oct 07 – Nov 07
	Identify / create five rough scenarios that CRIG agree cover the most important repository requirements of the research and teaching and learning domains.  Candidates to be selected / adapted from:

1. projects within the Digital Repositories Programme


2. projects within the Repositories and Preservation Programme
, including the “Interoperability demonstrators” being funded under Circular 1/7

3. “Institutional exemplars” funded under Circular 1/7

4. projects within other JISC programmes in the learning and research areas

5. scenarios collected by the Repositories Research Team
 

6. elsewhere and in particular to consider if there are SUMs that relate to a national/global network of repositories that can be developed. 
	Support project recruited via ITT, supported by Repositories Research Team (RRT).  CRIG to act as steering / advisory group

	2
	Nov 07
	Specify the scenarios in more detail (perhaps as ‘process models’), identify the interfaces implied by them, and note where these are supported by existing specifications, where there appear to be gaps, etc.
	Face-to-face CRIG meeting, planned and facilitated by support project / RRT, with advice/participation  from the JISC e-Framework programme


	3
	Jan 08 – June 08
	Create SUMs from the outcomes of above and document clearly the common functions and interfaces.
	Support project, with RRT and eFramework staff.  CRIG to act as steering / advisory group.


B. Practical interoperability testing events (‘codebash’ / ‘plugfest’)

	
	When
	What
	Who / how

	4
	Nov 07 – Dec 07
	Evaluate the applicability of existing specifications against the scenarios identified in (2) above.  Identify the interfaces and/or (meta)data schemas that are supported by existing specifications, and  where there remain challenges due to specification ambiguities and inconsistent implementation.
	Support project recruited via ITT, supported by RRT.  CRIG to act as steering / advisory group

	5
	Jan 08 – Feb 08
	Work with JISC CETIS, UKOLN and others to plan a series of ‘codebash’ / ‘plugfest’ interoperability testing events to tackle (4).  The aim of these is to establish common practice in the implementation of those specifications that have been identified as relevant.
	Support project recruited via ITT, supported by RRT, JISC CETIS and UKOLN.  CRIG to act as steering / advisory group

	6
	Mar 08 – Aug 08
	Plan, facilitate and follow-up interoperability events, working especially with repository software developers.
	Support project recruited via ITT, supported by RRT.  CRIG to act as steering / advisory group


C. Assessment of JISC-funded interoperability projects

	7
	Oct 07 – Jun 08

(meet Jun 08)

	Formal CRIG assessment of the ‘Interoperability Demonstrators’ projects funded under the JISC Circular 1/7 Appendix F(I).  This assessment will look at how the work done on those projects affects our view of various interfaces and content models.
	CRIG; face to face meeting organised by RRT


� OAI-ORE: � HYPERLINK "http://www.openarchives.org/ore/" ��http://www.openarchives.org/ore/� 


� IMS: � HYPERLINK "http://www.imsglobal.org/" ��http://www.imsglobal.org/� 


� This workpackage is concerned with contributing to the e-Framework for education and research: � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-framework.org/" ��http://www.e-framework.org/�.  SUMs are a key element in the eFramework.


� There is work on-going with the ASK project via the e-Framework.


� Digital Repositories Programme: � HYPERLINK "http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_digital_repositories.aspx" ��http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_digital_repositories.aspx� 


� Repositories and Preservation Programme: � HYPERLINK "http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_rep_pres.aspx" ��http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_rep_pres.aspx� 


� Repositories Research Team: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/repositories/digirep/index/Repositories_Research" ��http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/repositories/digirep/index/Repositories_Research� 


� e-Framework programme: � HYPERLINK "http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_eframework.aspx" ��http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_eframework.aspx� 


� The support project will run until March 2009. CRIG will review if it needs to be in place until this point or whether it should draw to a close beforehand in line with the current work plan. 





