Web Sites for NLW InternetTaster Day

These web pages will still be available for you to use after the event.

Local Government resources

http://hosted.ukoln.ac.uk/libweb/nlw97/internet-day/govt/
Family History resources

http://hosted.ukoln.ac.uk/libweb/nlw97/internet-day/family.html
Around the Internet in 90 minutes (general session)

http://hosted.ukoln.ac.uk/libweb/nlw97/internet-day/general.html

Using the Internet for Homework

http://hosted.ukoln.ac.uk/libweb/nlw97/internet-day/homework.html
What now and where?

If you think you have caught the Internet bug, but want to know more than we’ve been able to show you in such relatively short time and space, what can you do?

Books and Magazines

There are so many books published about the Internet that we are not going to recommend a single one! However, look for books that have been recently published and preferably with a UK bias. Magazines are cheaper and often clearer. We can recommend include .net and Internet Today. which can be bought from any good newsagent.

Internet Cafes

F-stop Media Station, Green Park Station, Bath (01225 316922). Cost: £4.50 per hour.
Netgates, Broad Street, Bristol. (0117) 907 4000 Cost: £5 per hour, £2.50 per half hour. Full café/bristo attached - they do wonderful carrot cake, as well as full meals with daily specials. All very welcoming and friendly. You can have an email account and even your own webpages (£4.50 and £4.17 per mount respectively). Also training sessions available.

Courses

The University’s Centre for Continuing Education runs computer training sessions on a variety of subjects, including the Internet. Telephone 01225 826552 for more details.
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The Internet and World Wide Web (WWW)
Introduction

The Internet allows you, the user, to find out tourist information about a resort in Australia, check the latest cricket, football and rugby scores, download software to use on a computer at home, send messages to a friend in India, check the price of your stocks and shares, find a recipe for chocolate cake, read the text of your favourite Shakespearean sonnet and find out what is showing at your local cinema, among many other things.

What is the Internet?

The Internet can do this because it is a global communications network connecting many hundreds of thousands of computers in over 180 countries around the world. These computers may belong to governments, universities and colleges, companies, charitable organisations, or even private individuals. Thus the information held on these computers is very wide ranging.

Strictly speaking the Internet is not a single network, but is made up of many smaller networks at national, local or organisational level, which all talk to one another. For example, the network which you used today, is JANET - the Joint Academic Network which links together all universities in the UK. Other networks include internal company networks, for example the BBC, governmental networks such as the NHS network and even privately owned networks to which individuals can subscribe such as Compuserv or AOL.

Internet Culture

As the computers that make up the Internet are owned by many different organisations and people, there is no central organisation which governs the Internet, no  single body owns the Internet, no one body says what information can be placed on the Internet, and no-one polices how that information is used. This has given rise to a unique culture on the Internet, unlike that of any other medium. Since its inceptions in the late 1960’s, the Internet has thrived from the co-operation between its members. Users on the Internet often do not simply use the Internet but contribute their own work to it.

This spirit of co-operation has lead to many of the resources on the Internet being freely available to its users (although access to the Internet may not be). With the rapid growth of the Internet, it is no longer imperative that all users give as well as take; many people simply use the Internet to gain everyday information.

Although much as been made in the media about anti-social individuals on the Internet, (and their products, such as pornography, bomb-making advice or racism) this is far, far less of a problem than they would have us believe. As with any society (and the Internet is a society), there will be some bad apples of which the vast majority of citizens do not approve. Most networks which make up the Internet have their own acceptable use policies and police their own domain, barring users who flaunt the rules.

How do you use the Internet?

Well it depends what you want to do. 

If you want to send a message to a friend or colleague, you use electronic mail (email).

If you wish to talk with a group of people on a particular subject (for instance UK politics) you would use  a discussion group like those on Usenet News  or mailing lists.

For a real time conversion, like that you would have by telephone, you could use systems like Internet Rely Chat (IRC- a little like CB radio), or a MUD/MOO (a text based virtual world created in a computer in which users can converse and interact). MUDs and MOOs can both be used for playing games but also are used for educational purposes, for example letting distance learning students talk to and help one another.

If you want to find out information or computer software, you use the World Wide Web (WWW/the Web).

The World Wide Web

The WWW has grown tremendously fast since it was first developed in 1989. It is the most popular way of accessing the information held on computers world-wide on the Internet. You need a web browser to view the WWW, there are many types of web browser but the two most popular are called Netscape and Microsoft Internet Explorer.

Increasingly governments, companies, organisations and individuals are making information about themselves and their interests available on web sites. These can contain multimedia, that is a mixture of text, pictures - both still and moving, sounds, and computer software. For example on the Blue Peter section of the BBC web site (http://www.bbc.co.uk) there are photographs, animated pictures, music and text.

Addresses on the WWW

Each web site will have a unique address known as a URL. A url is divided into two parts. 
Host name. Domain name (subdivided into owner name. organisation type. country code)

The host is usually www but not always. The domain name is similar to a telephone number in that it tells you where a web site is geographically, but also who it belongs to and what sort of an organisation the owner is. The country code is in the form. uk, de, au and so on. The organisat-ional type varies depending on country but in the UK the main codes are: ac for academic, co for private company, gov for government, org for non-profit organisation. The owner name is usually the name of the company or institution, or an abbreviation of it.

www.bbc.co.uk The BBC is a UK (.uk) company (.co)

www.lboro.ac.uk The University (.ac for academic) of Loughborough is in the UK

It is usually possible to make a good guess at a url for a well known organisation. What do you think the url for the Sainsbury’s supermarket chain is?

Finding information on the WWW

If you know a URL, you can typed it directly into a web browser. If you don’t know the URL, and your guesses haven’t worked, then try using a search engine. These are slightly similar to a library catalogue except they are not comprehensive (simply because the WWW grows so fast). Two of the best are Yahoo - a hierarchical index to Web resources - http://www.yahoo.co.uk/ - and .AltaVista - a way of 'keyword' searching the Internet - http://www.altavista.digital.com/

Moving around the WWW

The WWW is a hypertext system. In plain English a phrase or word appears highlighted which is linked to a different piece of text on a related subject. To activate the link, using Netscape or Microsoft Internet Explorer, select the highlighted text by moving the cursor over the link and clicking.

Following a series of links with no overall objective except to see what is there, somewhat similar to browsing library shelves, is called surfing.
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Internet Day in Bath

Welcome to this Internet Taster Day being held at the
University of Bathl

All the people helping at today"s sessions are library, information and computing
professionals from the University - please don't hestitate at ask us any questions!

Beside your computer you will find a simple questionnaire about your attitudes to the
Intornet. Please fill this in as it will help us with our work. Also beside the computer you
will find a name badge for you to wear and some questions to try out later in the session.
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