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The users

e Cultural resource managers (200+)
National and local authorities
Professional and independent sector

e Museum curators (6000+)
National collections
County collections
Thematic collections
Independent collections




Current standards

e MIDAS, the Monument Inventory Data
Standard

Due for new edition 2005

e SPECTRUM
New edition currently in progress

e There is a need to share resources between
the communities and their standards
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Acknowledgements List of Wordlists

List of Wordlists

The wardlists shown below are organised by the MIDAS unit of information that they relate to. Click on aWordlist Title to see a full description
of the wordlist. Descriptions of wordlists in Dark Green are not available at the moment. A key to the wordlist descriptions is provided below.
Consult the MIDAS Units of Information Dictionary for further details of MIDAS unit definitions.

MIDAS Unit of Information Wordlist Status

{*= Candidate unit)

Archive [ Source Type Archaeological Archive Types Operational

Thesaurus of Resource Description Draft

Artefact Type® mda Archaeological Objects Thesaurus Operational

Civil Parish English Civil Farishes Operational

Component® English Heritage Components Thesaurus Operational

Condition EEF33 Condition Operational

Constructional Material RCHME Thesaurus of Building haterials Operational

County English County | ist Operational 4
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Comment on

Midas Unit:

Description:

Format:
Type f Width:
Coverage (Date):

Coverage (Area):

Update procedure:

ﬂj Done

mda Archaeological Object Thesaurus Version: 10

Date: 2002
Aretefact Type

The thesaurus was developed by the mda Archaeological Objects Thesaurus Working Farly, formed in
19495, to establish guidance and comman principles for the recording of object names within the
archasological profession and related disciplines, also praviding an interface with other national and
international standards developed for this purpose. Archasological objects can be defined as: "any physical
evidence, usually portable, resulting from past human activity and human interaction with the emvironment, or
emvironmeantal remains, that can be recovered through archasological fisldwaorl

Itis hoped this 'general purpose’ thesaurus, which includes provision for the development of additional levels
of detail as required, will facilitate and encourage data exchange and co-operation between all individuals and
institutions invokved in the retrieval, research and curation of archaeological objects. Suggestions for additions
and amendments to the thesaurus are welcomed.

Thesaurus Status: Operational
Character {30) No. of Terms: C.2200
All periads

Britain and Ireland

ME. A& small number of foreign terms are included dus to their commaon usage and frequent accurrence within
museum collections.

Candidate terms submitted to the Archaesology Terminology Varking Farty
Candidate terms and comments can be submitted online via the mda website

Rewisions published annually for digital copies, and biennially for hard copies
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WordHoard
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UK Terminology Initiatives

For more information about these warking groups and projects, please get in touch with the
named contact. If your museum is developing a terminology source please contact mda with a
brief summary so that we can add it to future updates of these pages. Suggestions for future
terminology working groups would also be welcome.

Working Groups

Archaeological Object Mame Thesaurus Working Group
Ethnographic Terminology Waorking Group

SHIC Working Party

Raibway Terminology Working Group

Inland WWaterways Terminology Working Group

Foad Transport Terminalogy YWorking Group

In-house Projects

« British Museumn, Landon

« Horiman kuseum, Londan
e Museurn of London

o Mational Army Museurn
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Social History and Industrial Classification (SHIC): a subject
classification for museum collections

[SHIC Warking Party. Second edition. Cambridge: mda, 1994)
Background

The first edition of SHIC was published in 1983 by the University of Sheffield's Centre for English
Cultural Tradition and Language. It grew out of the need felt by many museumns, notably
Beamish, for a subject classification scheme which was wider in scope than the existing MERL
system developed at the Museumn of English Rural Life in Reading. The aim was to cover a wide
spectrum of the social and industrial field and to satisfy the diverse needs of the museums
irvolved and of the wider museum profession.

The SHIC Working Party acknowledges the influence of several other classification systems,
patticulatly the Central Statistical Office’s Standard Industrial Classification and the 1C0OM
Costurne Committee's Vocabuwlan of basic terms for cataloguing costume.

General Scope

SHIC does not provide lists of object names, but rather is intended to allow the grouping together
of objects, images and anything else which belong to the same area of hurman activity. It does
not group material by generic type.

Organization

SHIC is a decimal classification system which takes as its starting point four primary headings
(Sections):

1 COMMUNITY LIFE

2 DOMESTIC AND FAMILY LIFE
I PERSOMAL LIFE

4 WORKING LIFE
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Problems

e TOO static

e Unstructured content
e Difficult to maintain

e Duplication of effort




New approach

e NKOS standard based descriptions
e \Web enabled database

e Registered editors add and maintain
descriptions of their own resources

e Better searching facilities




Issues

e Addition to NKOS metadata
Extent

e Machine or human readable (or both)
e Editorial control
e Mappings as well as primary resources




What makes a ‘good’ KOS?

e Relevant coverage

e Avallable In a suitable format
Digital format
License / IPR issues

e Actively managed
e Compliant to standards
e Interlinked to other KOSs

Metadata needs to convey all of the above
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