The 'Developing an Online Magazine' session at the 
Public Library Web Management Workshop, 10 – 12 October 2000
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Basic Design Issues

General

Who? – Who is speaking? – Set the tone of your page: -institution or individual?

What? – Titles for all pages.

When? – Date every page.  Timeliness is very important. 
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Cultivate Interactive: The date of each article 
appears in the page footer
Interface Design

Navigation and Links
· Clear navigation links to your home page and all other major navigation points.

· All pages should contain links to somewhere.  

· Keep the links and navigation consistent 
· Give a sense of context within magazine - "Where you are".
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Cultivate Interactive: The navigation is sensitive to which section of the magazine you are in.

Site Design

Site structure
· People are unlikely to read whole articles online.  Make sure they can print the article and the whole issue.  

· Should you have a magazine cover?

Page Design

Balanced pages and menus

· Try to contrast graphics with text.

· Use design grids for pages – visual hierarchy.  See the Yale style guide for more on this.

· Have headlines, graphic distinctions.

· Spacing along the left side.

· Page headers & footers with contrasting and extra information.

Colours

· Aim for contrasting colours. Black text on a white/gray background gives optimal legibility (positive text), white text on a black background (negative text) is also OK.  

· Try to avoid pink text on a green background or other similar grouping of colours because they are dificult for people who are colour blind or visually impaired to read.

· If you have to use colours use very muted tones.
Text

· Use headings (H1, H2).

· Try to avoid capitalisation.

· Typefaces - fonts show smaller on a Mac, specify multiple fonts using FONT FACE.  

· Serif fonts work best on Web pages.  However if you have any very small text (such as in the footer) it is best to use a sans serif font.

Page length

Some guides say 1 1/2 pages for each web page.  However longer pages are easier to maintain, easier to print and closer to the original articles.

Editorial Style 

Have a consistent Editorial style.

[image: image3.png]Date of Article: 16 October 2000





Cultivate Interactive: Author and graphics guidelines are available for article writers.  Editorial guidelines have also been set down.
Tables and Frames 

Be aware of the issues involved.

Web Graphics
· How many you should you use depends on your organisation/audience.

· Make sure your images are less than 500px wide or 300px high.

· Use the correct format.

· Avoid background graphics

· Fore more information see Making your DIGICULT Web site Visually Appealing: An Introduction to using Graphics on the Web, Marieke Napier, Cultivate Interactive issue 2, 16 October 2000.
URL: <http://www.cultivate-int.org/issue2/graphics/>
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